
 

  

 

 
 
June 3, 2026  

The Honorable Dawn Addis  
1021 O Street, Suite 4120  
Sacramento, CA 95814  

RE: AB 1159 – SUPPORT  

Dear Assemblymember Addis,  

The undersigned organizations write today in strong support of AB 1159, the CA Learner  
Personal Information Protection Act (CALPIPA), which will ensure all California students have  
robust protection against misuse of their personal information, from pre-school through higher  
education. Today, students face never-before-seen threats to their privacy in the classroom.  
CALPIPA ensures that California's 6.9 million K-12 and 2.5 million higher education students  
have strong, comprehensive privacy protections that reflect modern technological realities and  



the ways our information is being weaponized against us.   

In 2014, California established the Student Online Personal Information Protection Act (now  
known as KOPIPA) to combat the risks associated with the rising use of technology in K-12  
education, later extending these protections to early learners as well. KOPIPA imposes  
reasonable requirements on education technology vendors (EdTech vendors) that are designed,  
marketed, and primarily used for K-12 school purposes: prohibitions on the sale of student data,  
targeted advertising using student data, profiling students for noneducational purposes, and the  
disclosure of student information with narrow educational exceptions. KOPIPA also requires  
vendors to implement reasonable data security measures.   

Since KOPIPA took effect nine years ago, technology in education has accelerated rapidly.  
Students from preschool through university now maintain a near-constant online presence via a  
profusion of educational platforms. With artificial intelligence now entering classrooms and new  
threats to how our information is misused, modernized data protections are urgently needed.  
CALPIPA expands protections that exist for Pre-K through 12th grade to higher education  
students and adds meaningful enforcement through a private right of action for affected students  
and families. CALPIPA also modernizes these protections by preventing EdTech companies  
from using student data to train AI systems, closing loopholes that have allowed companies to  
avoid compliance with existing privacy laws, and protecting sensitive student information 
related  to reproductive health, immigration status, and LGBTQ+ identity.   

CALPIPA ensures that information collected from any California student for educational  
purposes is used only for educational purposes and cannot be misused by Big Tech. It builds on  
existing student privacy laws, clarifying and expanding their protections and modernizing them  
to account for new threats to student privacy. For these reasons, we are proud to support AB  
1159.   

Sincerely,  
 
Emory Roane 
Associate Director 
Privacy Rights Clearinghouse 

Lan Le  
Policy Advocate  
Asian Americans Advancing Justice Southern California  

Lon Chhay  
Executive Director  
Asian Solidarity Collective  

Kathryn Brackmann  
Legislative Advocate  
California School Employees Association   

Martha Hernandez  



Executive Director  
Californians Together  

Elisa Weichel  
Administrative Director / Senior Staff Attorney  
Children’s Advocacy Institute   

Ruth Susswein  
Director of Consumer Protection  
Consumer Action   

Irene Kao  
Executive Director  
Courage California 
 
Christopher Covington  
Statewide Advocacy and Campaigns Manager  
Genders and Sexualities Alliance Network  

Dennessa Atiles  
Organizer  
Indivisible CA: StateStrong  

Tracy Rosenberg  
Advocacy Director  
Oakland Privacy   

Brian Hofer  
Executive Director  
Secure Justice  

Joseph Williams  
Executive Director  
Students Deserve  

Sacha Haworth  
Executive Director  
Tech Oversight California  

Dannie Cesena  
Director  
The California LGBTQ Health and Human Services Network  

Liza M. Davis  
Advocacy Director, Children in Immigrant Families  
The Children’s Partnership  
 



Christopher Covington  
Statewide Advocacy and Campaigns Manager  
Genders and Sexualities Alliance Network  
 
Robert Herrell 
Executive Director  
Consumer Federation of California 
 
Ifeoma Ozoma 
Director of Technology Policy  
Kapor Center Advocacy 
 
Jessica Stender 
Policy Director  
Equal Rights Advocate  
 
Katie Dumberg  
Political Organizing Director  
California Work & Family Coalition 
 
Vinhcent Le 
Vice President of AI Policy  
TechEquity Action 
 
Amy Schur  
Campaign Director  
Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE) Action 
 
Camerina Davidson 
President  
California National Organization for Women (CA NOW) 

 
CC: Members and Staff, Senate Education Committee  

Members and Staff, Senate Privacy, Digital Technologies, & Consumer Protection 
Committee 


